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FFOS-Y-FRAN LIAISON COMMITTEE

MEETING

27 MARCH 2008 
MERTHYR TYDFIL COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMITTEE ROOM 1, CIVIC CENTRE, MERTHYR TYDFIL
APPROVED NOTES 
ATTENDEES:

	Cllr. Ray Thomas
	MTCBC Councillor Dowlais Ward  (Chair)

	
	

	Cllr. Helen Thomas
	MTCBC Bedlinog ED

	Cllr Derek Games
	MTCBC Plymouth Ward

	
	

	Cllr David Hardacre
	C.C.B.C.

	Mr A.N Davies
	Head of Planning MTCBC

	
	

	Mr Lyn Humphries
	Dowlais Resident

	Mrs Mary Bradley
	Fochriw Resident

	Mrs Alyson Austin
	Bradley Gardens Resident

	Mr Alan Rees
	Merthyr Resident

	Mr Ron Yandle
	Mountain Hare Resident

	Mr Bill White
	Dowlais Resident

	
	

	Mr David Griffiths
	Environment Agency  Wales

	Ms Laura Owen
	Environment Agency Wales

	
	

	Mr James Poyner
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Mr Stephen Tillman
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Mr Robert Jones
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Ms Kylie Jones
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Ms Sue Allen
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited


1. Introduction

1.1. Cllr Ray Thomas was welcomed back to the committee after his absence and took his position as chairman. 

1.2. The Chairman confirmed that a quorum existed.
2. Attendance
2.1. Attendees were asked to sign the attendance register.
3.
Apologies
3.1
Apologies were received from

Cllr. Phil Williams, Mr David Dier, Cllr. Tony Rogers, Ms Zoe Pieris, Mrs Jane Flowers, Mr Bob Edwards, Mr Phil Murphy, and Cllr. Ian Clark.
4. 
Notes of the previous meeting
4.1
Previous notes were accepted as a true record and authorised for distribution.
5.
Matters arising from the Notes of the previous meeting
5.1
Mrs Alyson Austin asked for progress update on the blast surveys.  Stephen Tillman stated that between 1,000 and 1,500 letters had been sent out; but only 36 responses had been received.  These are now being processed.
6.
Site Progress Report

6.1
Mr Robert Jones handed out a site progress report (Appendix A) and read its contents.  He highlighted the changes from the previous report.
6.2
Mr Alan Rees asked about Tip 13.  Mr Robert Jones confirmed that no hazardous waste had been encountered in the tip.  Two samples had been treated on site due to the high mercury levels.
6.3
Cllr. D. Games asked about quality of the coal.  Mr Robert Jones and Mr James Poyner explained that to date only 6 out of the 18 coal seams had been encountered and that was affecting Miller Argent’s capability to produce a compliant blend at this point in time.  All coal seams are needed to provide a blend of coal suitable for the power station.
7.
Environmental Report
7.1
Ms Kylie Jones presented the environmental report (Appendix B) and talked through the report.

7.2
Ms Kylie Jones explained that Miller Argent were working closely with the RSPB regarding the local and  population of lapwings also explained that Miller Argent had received a new Newt Licence and were erecting new Newt fences ready for translocation works which are to commence shortly.

7.3
Mr Alan Rees asked whether the wind directions had a bearing on the noise.  Ms Kylie Jones explained that wind direction and other atmospheric conditions can effect the way in which noise travels. 
8.
Complaints Received and Investigations
8.1
Ms Kylie Jones presented details of the 7 complaints received (see appendix C).
8.2
Ms Kylie Jones explained that she had visited the homes of the complainants and explained that when the haul road is lowered it would help the noise situation however we were not able to carry out these works until the Welsh Water main supplying Bedlinog was diverted. [This is to be expected to be completed by June]
.8.3
Ms Kylie Jones passed around a pro-forma of the complaint report and confirmed a summary table was currently being compiled as requested at the last meeting.
8.4
Kylie was asked again if the wind direction made a difference to the noise situation, the reply was yes and gave the example that Gwaunfarren could only hear the site when the air was still and for most of the time they couldn’t hear it at all.
8.5
Mrs Alyson Austin stated that Bradley Gardens had been quiet recently, this may be due to the fact that the excavators were deeper in the hole therefore it could explain why there was no/or very little noise, also the height of the berms had been increased which helped with the noise reductions.

9.
Other Correspondence Received
9.1
None received by or relevant to the Liaison Committee.
10.
Environment Agency Update.

10.1
1 complaint received via the 24 hours line which Kylie had dealt with in her report.
1 complaint querying consents.
Mr James Poyner said he had received an e-mail from Cllr. Helen Thomas and read out Miller Argent’s response in answer to her questions. (copy of response attached) There had been concern over the use of the words “Trade Effluent” and concern over the water discharge.  James Poyner said that there was nothing sinister about the application and the wording which caused concern to the questioner was the standard terminology used by the Environment Agency.  James Poyner explained that the discharge covered surface water after it had gone through the on site water treatment areas and that the water discharge would be checked on a regular basis to confirm compliance with the consent to discharge and therefore he stated there was no need for concern about the discharge.  It was also pointed out that surface water was treated before being discharged into the river.
10.2 E.A. were monitoring on a monthly basis to ensure Miller Argent complied with consent.  It was suggested that E.A present their findings to the committee.  The E.A said that this was possible.

10.2.1 Mr Alan Rees asked for an explanation of what was “flocculent” and Mr James Poyner explained that it was an agent used to help accelerate the process of settlement of suspended solids falling to the bottom of the treatment ponds.  The question was then asked what happened to the solids at the bottom of the pond.  Mr Poyner explained that the lagoons are cleaned out from time to time by excavation and the arisings are then buried in the backfill. 
11.
Environmental Health Department (MTCBC) Update

11.1
Environmental Health Department were not in attendance
11.2
It was suggested that if they were unable to attend in future that they supplied the committee with a written report.
12.
Community Presentations/Communications
12.1 
Mr Stephen Tillman confirmed that Miller Argent were happy to give a presentation(s) to the Community with regards to the blasting.  It was suggested that an expert gave the presentation as they would be able to answer questions raised.  It was suggested that Mrs Alyson Austin organised a day and time and get back to the committee with suggested dates.
12.2
There had been some confusion in Dowlais as they thought a test blast had already been carried out, Mr James Poyner stated that blasting had not yet commenced.  It was suggested that a presentation also be done in Dowlais.

12.3
It was reported that there would be no blasting on site until August.  Mr Robert Jones reminded everyone about the 300 metre blast exclusion zone, it was asked that the committee be informed before any blasting takes place.

12.3
Mr Stephen Tillman showed a draft copy of the Newsletter, it was suggested that the names of the members of the committee also be included, it was recommend that the names be added after the local elections.  It was also reported that the Newsletter would take at least another week before it would be ready.


13.

Any Other Business
13.1
Cllr. D. Games asked for a legal update.
13.2
Mr James Poyner explained that Miller Argent had received notification of two applications for Judicial Review – one against the Welsh Assembly Government for not revoking the Ffos-y-fran Planning consent and the other against MTCBC for its alleged failure to enforce planning conditions.  Both notifications also threatened injunctive proceedings against Miller Argent.
13.3
Miller Argent was aware that legal funding for the action against MTCBC had been refused, but was not aware whether the claimant, Mrs Condron, had appealed against that decision.  Miller Argent also confirmed that it had been copied paper sent by the claimant’s solicitor to the High Court in respect of the MTCBC case but he had not seen such papers in respect of the case against the Welsh Assembly Government.  He therefore seemed to think that the claimant may have dropped that case.  Mrs Austin was invited to comment but declined.
13.4
Mr Poyner was not aware whether a response from the High Court had been received.
13.5
Mr Poyner explained to the committee the basis of the claim being made against the Council.

13.6
James Poyner read out an e-mail received from Mr Phil Murphy

(i)
Update on site monitoring – Kylie Jones to e-mail.


(ii)
Distribution of minutes to local venues – Mr Tillman agreed


(iii)
Update on Newsletter plus he wanted copies.

13.7
Ron Yandle asked whether the berms fronting the A4060 would be grassed over.  This was confirmed and would take place during the planting season.  It was hoped that some tree planting could also be accommodated.

13.8
Mr Stephen Tillman outlined a plan Miller Argent were considering to introduce a project which involved local children to help with the planting and suggested ideas.
13.9
Mr James Poyner queried whether all meetings should now be held every two months.  This was agreed by all the committee members, but would be subject to future reviews.
13.10
Cllr. Helen Thomas suggested a site visit in the Summer.  It was agreed this could be incorporated into the July meeting which could be held at Cwmbargoed.

13.11
It was suggested that the Liaison Committee Notes still be distributed to the current members after the elections.

13.12
It was also suggested that a letter or reminder be sent to the Committee 3 – 4 days before the meeting date reminding everyone about the meeting and where it is being held.

13.13
There being no other matters the meeting concluded at 8.00 p.m.
14.
Date of next meetings
Thursday 22 May 2008 at 7.00 pm at the Merthyr Tydfil Civic Centre. 
Thursday 24 July 2008 to be held at Cwmbargoed Disposal Point and to incorporate a site visit.

[An additional meeting was agreed to be held on 26 June 2008 at 7.00 p.m. at the Merthyr Tydfil Civic Centre.]

There being no other business, the Chair thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting.

Appendices

1.
Site Progress Report – Robert Jones
2.
Environmental Report – Kylie Jones

3.
James Poyner e-mail response
CONTACT NUMBERS

Miller Argent – Contact Details

Emergency Contact Number

0800 988    8444
Telephone during office hours

0870 111    5600

Web Site




WWW.millerargent.co.uk
E-mail





maadmin@millerargent.co.uk
