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FFOS-Y-FRAN LIAISON COMMITTEE
MEETING

28 JUNE 2007

MERTHYR TYDFIL COUNTY BOROUGH COUNCIL

COMMITTEE ROOM 1, CIVIC OFFICE, MERTHYR TYDFIL
ATTENDEES:

	Cllr. Ray Thomas
	MTCBC Councillor Dowlais Electoral Division (ED) - Chairman

	Cllr. Ian W. Clark (Major)
	MTCBC Councillor Town (“ED”) Deputy Chairman

	Cllr. Derek D Games
	MTCBC Councillor Plymouth ED

	Cllr. Mark Elliott
	MTCBC Councillor Town ED

	Cllr. David Hardacre
	Cabinet Member Caerphilly (Darran Valley ED Cllr)

	Cllr. Helen Thomas
	MTCBC Bedlinog ED

	
	

	Mrs Alyson Austin
	Bradley Gardens

	Mr Phillip Murphy
	Dowlais Resident

	Mr W. Lyn Humphries
	Dowlais Resident

	Mr Alan Rees
	Merthyr Resident

	Mr Ron Yandle
	Mountain Hare Resident

	
	

	Ms Lucinda Hall
	Environment Agency Wales

	Ms Laura Battle-Welch
	Environment Agency Wales

	
	

	Mr Norman Davies
	Head of Town Planning, MTCBC

	
	

	Mr James T. Poyner
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Mr Robert Jones
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	Mr Bob Edwards
	Miller Argent (South Wales) Limited

	
	


1. Introduction

1.1. The Chairman asked each member attending to introduce themselves and to state who they were representing.
2. Apologies
2.1. Apologies were received from the following:- Mrs Mary Bradley, Cllr. Phil Williams, Mrs Jane Flower, Mr Jeff Edwards (EA), Mr Dave Griffiths (EA) and Mr Stephen Tillman.
3. Chairman’s Statement.
3.1. Cllr. Thomas apologised for his absence from the inaugural meeting and thanked Cllr. Games for standing in for him.
3.2. Cllr Thomas explained that he had not prepared an Agenda as such for the meeting and asked that on this occasion the meeting proceeded without an agenda.  He also asked Miller Argent to produce an Agenda for all future meetings and circulate it for comment by e-mail at least a week before the meeting date.

4. Notes of the previous meeting
4.1. The Chairman asked if anyone had any comments relating to the notes of the previous meeting.
4.2. The Chairman asked for any matters arising from the previous minutes.
4.3. JTP referred to item 8 and explained that Miller Argent had completed the text to its first Newsletter and distributed draft copies to all in attendance.  JTP explained that the document was currently at the printers and that 5,000 were being produced.
4.4. JTP asked, through the chair, how the committee would prefer to see these circulated amongst the community.  It was agreed that a number of copies would be given to any committee member who requests them for them to distribute generally (Mrs Austin, Mr Murphy and Mr Yandle said that they would be happy to circulate them amongst their own neighbourhood), Mr Norman Davies suggested that some should be deposited at MTCBC reception and with the Planning department and that the Newsletter should be included on both Miller Argent’s and the Council’s Web Sites.  Mr Davies also suggested that copies should be deposited in each of the local libraries.  Cllr. Thomas suggested that a number of copies should be deposited with each of the Community First Groups around the community and possibly some reference to it be included in the Council’s Contact Magazine.
4.5. Mr Philip Murphy suggested that there should be some feed back on the “take up” of the Newsletters as he does not want to see the concept wasted for incorrect marketing.  He suggested that the number of “hits” on the Web page should be monitored.
4.6. Miller Argent was asked to liaise with the Communications Officers at Merthyr Tydfil and Caerphilly (Kelly Davies and Rosemary Mathews respectively).
4.7. Mr Allan Rees referred to item 7 of the previous notes and asked if overburden removal had commenced.  JTP explained that no it had not due to the inclement weather experienced.
4.8. Mr Norman Davies confirmed to the meeting that all of the planning pre-conditions had been submitted to and approved by the Planning Department.
5. Correspondence

5.1. JTP advised the meeting that he had received a letter from Mr Jeff Davies the Chairman of the group “Parents and Residents Against Opencast” request that he be provided with a list of the names and addresses of the members of the committee and the areas they represent.
5.2. JTP also advised that he had written back to Mr Davies to say that he could not divulge that information without first being authorised by the committee to do so but that he had given a telephone number to be rung in the event of complaint and or concern.

5.3. A lengthy discussion ensued over what personal information should be released to the public.  Cllr. Derek Games proposed and Cllr. Helen Thomas seconded that only names and telephone numbers be released for those members of the committee who are residents of the community – Councillors details are already in the public domain.

5.4. Cllr. Ian Clark moved an amendment seconded by Cllr. Mark Elliott that members details are to be transparent and that all details are put in the public domain.  A vote was taken and the amendment was carried.
6. Site Progress Report

6.1. Mr Robert Jones gave the following site progress report:-
6.2. Generally the programme had been delayed due to the inclement weather experienced.

6.3. Site fencing had commenced and was due to be completed by week ending 6th July 2007.

6.4. The construction of the site access point was underway but that completion will overrun due to the inclement weather.

6.5. The assembly and erection of the plant and equipment is also underway and good progress is being made.  To date there are 16 chassis built for the CAT 777F dump trucks, 2 No. D9T dozers are complete, 2 No. CAT 324 excavators are complete, 1 No. Komatsu PC 3000 excavator is nearing completion and a spare Demag 185 is currently on site as a back up machine.
6.6. The mobilisation of resources for the soil stripping operation has commenced and works on this operation should commence within the next two weeks, weather permitting.

6.7. Recruitment:: Mr Jones reported that Miller Argent had received over 1,100 applications for employment and that a mammoth exercise is currently being undertaken to produce a shortlist from which candidates will be selected for interview.  He stated that all applicants will receive notification of their position in due course.
6.8. Cllr. Clark asked what proportion of the applicants who have been short listed were local.  Mr Jones said he could not say until the exercise had been completed.  JTP stated that over 75% of the whole who have applied lived within 15 kilometres of the site.  Cllr. Clark asked if Miller Argent would state the precise figure once known. 

6.9. Mr Bob Edwards reported that the Health and Safety Adviser had been appointed and that he was a Merthyr man living in the town.

6.10. Cllr. Games was very interested in Miller Argent’s statement that they intended to train young people in the skills of the industry.  JTP explained that many of the applications were from the older end of the available workforce and that training would be an essential feature of providing continuity of employment.  JTP explained that there was a planning application currently lodged with Caerphilly for a Visitor and Training Centre but that for some reason Caerphilly had not determined the application and that Miller Argent had just received their second request from Caerphilly to grant an extension to the planning process period.  Cllr. Hardacre said that he would investigate this within Caerphilly CBC.
6.11. Mr Allan Rees questioned what security provisions would be applied on site.  Mr Jones responded by saying that the site will be policed by Miller Argent personnel and by a private security company.  JTP also added that it was the intention to utilise close circuit television cameras at strategic locations.

6.12. Cllr Ray Thomas questioned what the bunding would be alongside the A4060 trunk road, referring to the effectiveness of the bunding on Phase II.  Mr Robert Jones explained, with the help of a site plan, the proposals for this area.

6.13. Discussion took place over the nuisance caused by scramblers on their motor cycles.  JTP explained that Miller Argent would have to adopt a policy of zero tolerance in this regard due to the health and safety implications once the site was fully operable.

6.14. Mrs Alyson Austin asked if the volume of water currently running through the open culverts in Bradley Gardens would increase and whether the toxicity would be greater as a result of the Ffos-y-fran workings.  She pointed out that children ride their bicycles through the water at the moment.  JTP stated that the volumes of water should in theory decrease once the scheme is started as the water will then be controlled and will be re-circulated for dust suppression etc.  He explained that water is only allowed to leave the site at prescribed discharge points agreed with the Environment Agency and that the condition of the water as discharged has to meet limits set by the Agency.
6.15. Mr Bob Edwards also commented that the larger culverts had been fenced to prevent access into them.

7. General
7.1. Mr Ron Yandle asked if he could raise two points:-
7.1.1. The first related to house surveys in Mount View to assess any structural damage that may result from the scheme.  Mr Yandle asked if Miller Argent would be prepared to contribute towards the costs of such surveys.
7.1.2. Cllr. Ian Clark stated that he lived near to Mount View and that the same concern should be applied to Mansfield Terrace, he also referred to a shaft that was known to exist nearby.
7.1.3. Cllr. Games stated that on the Trago Mills project all neighbouring properties were surveyed.
7.1.4. Mr Norman Davies pointed out that the question of structural surveys was raised at the planning public inquiry and that Miller Argent had reported to the Inspector that they intended to carry out a number of surveys that would be representative of the situation that could exist.
7.1.5. JTP confirmed that Miller Argent would carry out a number of structural surveys but they would not include every property.
7.1.6. The second point Mr Yandle raised related to air borne dust and dust monitoring, explaining that air quality was a concern of the residents living closest to the site.
7.1.7. Mr Bob Edwards advised of the TEOM monitoring station located at Twynyrodyn School, which records every 5 minutes the PM10s and PM2.5s in atmosphere.  He also referred to the “Dustscan” station located at Mount View, explaining that that was a less sophisticated piece of kit that monitors the accumulation of dust over a two week period.  It is used primarily to monitor nuisance dust.  It is also possible to analyse the type of dust and from which direction it came.
7.1.8. Mr Yandle asked if a dust problem on a particular day could be identified from the Dustscan equipment.  Mr Edwards explained that this was not possible with that equipment.
7.1.9. JTP explained that the particulates of dust that gave concern to health were not the nuisance dust it is the fine particles falling in the range of the PM10s and PM2.5s as monitored by the TEOM station.
7.1.10. JTP went on to explain that the TEOM stations are very sophisticated pieces of kit and that many cities throughout the UK do not have one.  Merthyr Tydfil has two thanks to Miller Argent.

7.1.11. Cllr. Ian Clark asked if the dust reports could be included in the Newsletter.  JTP explained that the raw reports are very technical and not easily understood by lay people.

7.1.12. Mr Norman Davies confirmed that Merthyr Tydfil’s Environmental Health Officer, Ms Zoe Pieris, will attend the next meeting of the liaison meeting and will independently address the subject of dust and dust reports.

7.2. Cllr. Hardacre asked that any complaints received by Miller Argent be reported to the Liaison Committee, he also asked if the Environment Agency would be monitoring air quality.

7.3. Ms Lucinda Hall explained that the EA does not monitor air quality per se unless it is related to something it does have specific responsibility, e.g. odours relating to landfill.  Ms Hall explained that the monitoring of air quality is the responsibility of the Local Authority’s Environmental Health Department.
7.4. Cllr. Ian Clark stated that he felt that all “information should be reported exactly as it is”.  Mr Philip Murphy added that he felt that all events should be reported – both good and bad so as to set the correct balance.

7.5. Cllr. Ray Thomas questioned the frequency of the liaison meetings, a discussion ensued and it was agreed to hold the meetings on a monthly basis for the next six months and then review the situation again.
7.6. Cllr. Ray Thomas asked that the Site Report be submitted in writing in advance of future meetings.

7.7. JTP explained that the House of Lords had on the 23rd May 2007 refused the petition of Mrs Condron and her supporters and that signified the end of any further challenge through the UK courts.
7.8. JTP also confirmed that following the public inquiry held between the 15th and 17th May 2007 the Welsh Assembly Government confirmed the Footpath Closure Order on 8th June 2007.

7.9. Cllr. Hardacre asked that the notes of the meeting be copied to the officers at Caerphilly CBC.
7.10. The date of the next meeting is 26th July 2007 commencing at 7.15pm.  Before the meeting Miller Argent has been asked to give their PowerPoint presentation of the scheme to the Dowlais Community First group commencing at 6.00pm.  That presentation must be over by 7.00pm to ensure a prompt start of the liaison committee meeting.
7.11. There being no other business, Cllr Ray Thomas thanked everyone for their attendance and closed the meeting at approximately 8.30pm.
Signed as a correct record: ………………………..……… Chairman …………..… Date


